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ANNCR: 

THE SECOND STOP ON PRESIDENT CARTER'S TRIP TO AFRICA LATER 
THIS WEEK WILL BE LIBERIA. VOA'S BARRY MAUGHAN HAS THIS BACKGROUNI 
REPORT ON THE WEST AFRICAN NATION. 

VOICE: 

LIBERIA IS NOW IN ITS SEVENTH YEAR UNDER THE LEANERSHIP OF 
PRESIDENT WILLIAM TOLBERT. THE LIBERIAN PRESIDENT IS CREDITED 
WITH INSTITUTING CONSIDERABLE INNOVATIONS, DESIGNED TO INJECT A 
NEW PRAGMATISM INTO THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL LIFE OF THE WEST 
AFRICAN NATION, ON THE ECONOMIC FRONT, THE LONDON FINANCIAL TIMES 
SAYS THE TOLBERT ADMINISTRATION HAS TRANSLATED THIS NEW SPIRIT 
INTO A CONCERTED EFFORT TO SHIFT LIBERIA'S ECONOMY OUT OF SUBSISTLS 
FARMING INTO A MONEY ECONOMY, ENSURING THE FULL PARTICIPATION OF 
LIBERIAN MANPOWER, SKILL AND CAPITAL. THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF THIS 
ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING, AS PRESIDENT TOLBERT HAS PUT IT, IS TO 
TAKE ALL LIBERIANS FROM MATS TO MATRESSES. 

LIBERIA'S ECONOMY HAS BEEN DOMINATED BY ITS MINING AND RUBBER 
INDUSTRIES, WHICH TOGETHER ACCOUNT FOR MORE THAN SEVENTY-FIVE PER- 
CENT OF THE COUNTRY'S TOTAL EXPORTS. BEFORE THE BOOM IN IRON ORE 
MINING IN THE EARLY 1960'S, LIBERIA'S ECONOMY WAS ALMOST ENTIRELY 
DEPENDENT ON THE FIRESTONE TIRE AND RUBBER COMPANY, WHICH HELD 
A NINETY=NINE-YEAR LEASE OVER TWO AND ONE-HALF MILLION HECTARES 
OF LAND AT A RENTAL OF SIX CENTS AN ACRE. HOWEVER, IN 1977, THAT 
CONCESSION AGREEMENT WAS REDRAWN, RESULTING IN MORE REVENUE AND 
MORE CONTROL FOR THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT. 

IN AN EFFORT TO LESSEN LIBERIA'S DEPENDENCE ON IRON ORE AND 


RUBBER, THE TOLBERT ADMINISTRATION HAS MOVED TO EXPAND THE 
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ECONOMIC BASE BY INCREASING THE PRODUCTION OF SUCH COMMODITIES 

AS PALM OIL, COFFEE AND COCOA. LIBERIA IS ALSO AIMING AT SELF- 
SUFFICIENCY IN RICE -- THE MAIN STAPLE IN THE LIBERIAN DIET. AT 
PRESENT, IT IMPORTS NEARLY FIFTY-THOUSAND TONS OF RICE EACH YEAR. 

LIBERIA'S CURRENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN ALSO CALLS FOR 
THE SPENDING OF FOUR HUNDRED FIFTEEN MILLION DOLLARS BY 1980. THE 
AIM OF THE PLAN IS TO BOLSTER THE MANUFACTURE OF FINISHED PRODUCTS 
INCLUDING FURNITURE, CEMENT, TIRES AND PALM OIL. 

THE TOLBERT ADMINISTRATION'S PRAGMATISM EXTENDS TO ITS 
FOREIGN POLICY AS WELL. UNTIL PRESIDENT TOLBERT BECAME HEAD OF 
STATE IN JANUARY, 1972, THE SO-CALLED SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
LIBERIA AND THE UNITED STATES PRECLUDED ALL BUT MINIMAL CONTACTS 
BETWEEN MONROVIA AND SOCIALIST OR COMMUNIST NATIONS. BUT SINCE 
THEN, THE TOLBERT ADMINISTRATION HAS SOUGHT TO WIDEN ITS DIPLOMATI: 
CONTACTS TO INCLUDE MOST ALL COUNTRIES, REGARDLESS OF THEIR 
IDEOLOGICAL AFFILIATION, PRESIDENT TOLBERT IS ALSO A STRONG 
SUPPORTER OF INTER-AFRICAN COOPERATION AND HAS BECOME ONE OF THE 
FOREMOST PRESONALITIES IN THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY. AT 
THE SAME TIME, THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT HAS REINFORCED ITS 


TRADITIONAL TIES WITH ITS WEST AFRICAN NEIGHBORS. 


AS FOR DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, "AFRICA" MAGAZINE NOTES THAT 
PRESIDENT TOLBERT'S GOVERNMENT HAS MADE CONSIDERABLE EFFORTS TO 
INCLUDE PEOPLE WITH RURAL CONNECTIONS IN THE CABINET, AS WELL AS 
A NUMBER OF EXTREMELY ABLE WOMEN. THE MAGAZINE SEES THIS AS AN 
ATTEMPT TO FORGE CLOSE LINKS BETWEEN TWO LONG-DIVERGENT ELEMENTS 
OF LIBERIA'S ONE AND ONE HALF MILLION POPULATION, THESE ARE THE 
URBAN ELITE, WHICH REPRESENT THE ORIGINAL SETTLER FAMILIES WHO 
CAME FROM THE UNITED STATES AND THE WEST INDIES BEGINNING IN 1847, 
AND THE SO-CALLED INDIGENOUS MAJORITY. 
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